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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report 
 

 

Location: Haena, HI Accident Number: WPR26FA141 

Date & Time: March 26, 2026, 15:39 Local Registration: N715KV 

Aircraft: Hughes 369D Injuries: 3 Fatal, 2 Serious 

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air taxi & commuter - Non-scheduled - Sightseeing 

 

 

On March 26, 2026, about 1539 Hawaii standard time, a Hughes 369D helicopter, N715KV, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Haena, Hawaii. The pilot and 
one passenger sustained serious injuries, and three passengers were fatally injured. The 
helicopter was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 135 revenue 
sightseeing flight. 

The helicopter departed Lihue Airport (LIH), Lihue, Hawaii, about 1512 for a local sightseeing 
tour. It was scheduled for the sixth and final flight of the day. The flight was uneventful until it 
reached the northern shore of the island, near Haena about 20 miles northeast of LIH. 

According to the pilot, upon reaching Kalalau beach, he accomplished a left turn away from the 
shoreline as part of the normal flight profile. Upon entering the turn, the pilot experienced a 
high frequency vibration throughout the helicopter that came in waves and became stronger 
each time. Subsequently, the helicopter started an un-commanded right yaw that could not be 
corrected with input from the left anti-torque pedal. The helicopter quickly began to rotate 
clockwise, completing about 2 rotations, and the pilot entered the helicopter into an 
autorotation. He rolled the throttle to idle and attempted to increase the airspeed for better 
directional control.  

The pilot noted that the spinning had stopped during the autorotation and he made a mayday 
radio call. Unable to make the beach, the helicopter impacted the water and rolled onto its right 
side about 75 yards from the shoreline and shortly afterwards became partially submerged. 

A witness, who was flying near the accident site, observed the helicopter impact the water. The 
helicopter came to rest upright and tilted slightly to the right, facing towards the east. Another 
witness reported that the helicopter appeared to be intact before it impacted the water and 
broke up. The surviving passenger on the flight said that she heard a change in the sound and 
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the helicopter slowed down. She then observed the helicopter rotating towards the water. 
Subsequently, the helicopter nosedived into the water. 

Postaccident examination revealed that the helicopter’s fuselage and main rotor blades 
sustained substantial damage. The helicopter was recovered to a secure facility and retained 
for further examination.  

 

 
 

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information  

Aircraft Make: Hughes Registration: N715KV 

Model/Series: 369D  Aircraft Category: Helicopter 

Amateur Built:    

Operator: Airborne Aviation Inc. Operating Certificate(s) 
Held: 

Rotorcraft external load 
(133), On-demand air taxi 
(135), Commercial air tour 
(136), Agricultural aircraft 
(137) 

Operator Designator Code: 3M3A   
 

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan 

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day 

Observation Facility, Elevation: PHLI,105 ft msl Observation Time: 15:53 Local 

Distance from Accident Site: 21 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 24°C /17°C 

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  16 knots /  None, 20° 

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles 

Altimeter Setting: 29.93 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: CVFR 

Departure Point:  Lihue, HI (LIH)  Destination:  Lihue, HI (LIH)  
 
 

Wreckage and Impact Information  

Crew Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial 

Passenger Injuries: 3 Fatal, 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: None 

Ground Injuries:  Aircraft Explosion: None 

Total Injuries: 3 Fatal, 2 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 22.177089,-159.654 (est) 
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Administrative Information 

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Nixon, Albert 

Additional Participating Persons: Ben De Peralta; FAA; HI 
Samantha Hansen; FAA; HI 
Lawence (Mac) Johnson; MD Helicopters 
Nicholas Shepler; Rolls Royce 
Doug Froning; Airborne Aviation; HI 

Investigation Class: Class 3 

Note:  

 

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

