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Hillsboro Heli Academy Announces New Robinson R22 
Purchase as Part of Fleet Renewal Program 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  — Hillsboro Heli Academy, the helicopter training division of Hillsboro 
Aero Academy, is proud to announce the approval of its newest Robinson R22 helicopter, 
marking the first purchase order in a broader fleet renewal program designed to support the 
next generation of helicopter pilots. 

The agreement was signed during VERTICON in Atlanta this week, highlighting the academy’s 
continued collaboration with Robinson Helicopter Company and its commitment to maintaining 
the R22 as a core training aircraft. 

The new aircraft represents a major milestone in Hillsboro Heli Academy’s long-term initiative to 
renew and modernize its helicopter fleet, while maintaining the accessibility and affordability of 
its training programs. 

“Our relationship with Robinson began in 1980, just one year after the Robinson R22 received its 
certification. Starting with a single R22, our company believed in the Robinson product from the very 
beginning,” said Jared Friend, VP of Helicopter Operations at Hillsboro Heli Academy. “Today, 
with Robinson’s renewed commitment to the R22, we remain equally committed to providing 
affordable, high-quality training for our students for many years to come.” 

The R22 is recognized as one of the most widely used training helicopters due to its efficiency, 
reliability, and cost-effectiveness. By continuing to invest in this aircraft, Hillsboro Heli Academy 
reinforces its dedication to offering high-quality training while keeping helicopter flight education 
accessible to aspiring pilots. 

The addition of the newly approved R22 ensures that Hillsboro Heli Academy can continue 
delivering safe, efficient training while preparing students for careers across the global 
helicopter industry. 

https://flyhaa.com/
https://verticon.org/
https://www.robinsonheli.com/


About Hillsboro Aero Academy 

For over four decades, thousands of pilots from more than 75 countries have started their career 
training with Hillsboro Aero Academy. With a fleet of 100 aircraft, the academy’s focus on career 
readiness is matched by its founding belief in personal attention, instructional quality, and student 
support. HAA’s students have pathways to commercial aviation opportunities with airlines, executive 
charter, and freight operations through existing partnerships. Hillsboro Aero Academy is also a 
trusted partner for top helicopter operators training pilots for careers in offshore oil support, 
emergency medical services, and search and rescue. With strong industry partnerships and a 
commitment to safety and quality, many aspiring aviators select HAA for their pilot career training. In 
2025, Hillsboro Aero Academy launched its aviation maintenance training program to address the 
growing demand for skilled technicians. For more information about the school and its aviation 
training programs, visit www.flyhaa.com.  
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