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Higginbotham Expands Aerospace and Defense Specialty Practice with New Safety 
Collaboration, Deepening Its Commitment to Aviation Clients 

Hawk AeroSafety collaboration reinforces Higginbotham’s position as a trusted advisor in 
today’s complex aviation risk environment 

 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Higginbotham, a broad-based, employee-owned insurance and 
financial services firm, has entered a professional collaboration with Hawk AeroSafety, a 
specialized aviation safety consulting and training organization, bringing structured safety 
resources directly to Higginbotham’s aviation clients at a moment when the cost of weak safety 
programs is showing up in coverage terms and premiums. 

Aviation underwriters have generally become more selective across many segments of the 
industry and operators are being forced to navigate that reality at every renewal. The question 
brokers increasingly hear from clients is not just what coverage costs, but whether they can get 
the terms they need at all. How an operator manages safety is a significant part of the answer. 

Higginbotham’s Aerospace and Defense specialty practice serves business aviation operators, 
aircraft owners, maintenance providers, fixed-base operators and aviation ground service 
companies nationwide.  

“Aviation is not a place where we believe that general insurance advice best serves clients. The 
exposure profile of an aircraft operator or a ground service company is specific, dynamic and 
tied directly to how they manage safety every day. Our job is to understand that landscape, 
assess what our clients need and bring them tools and resources that make a real difference in 
how they operate and how underwriters see them,” said Ian Shelley, Business Insurance 
Specialist, Aerospace and Defense, Higginbotham. “We’re investing in the long-term success of 
every client we serve.” 

Through the collaboration with Hawk AeroSafety, Higginbotham’s aviation clients will have 
access to safety management system development, crew resource management training and 
ground operations safety programs, as well as operational risk consulting that complements 
Higginbotham’s Day Two Services®.  

Aviation professionals attending Verticon 2026 are invited to connect with the Higginbotham 
Aerospace and Defense team and Hawk AeroSafety at Booth B6128. 

About Higginbotham 

Higginbotham is an employee-owned leader in personal and business insurance, financial 
services and employee benefits. Since 1948, the firm has combined national reach with local 
expertise, ranking as the 18th largest independent insurance brokerage in the U.S. in 2025 
according to The Hales Report. Higginbotham delivers customized programs supported by its 
Day Two Services®, ensuring clients receive proactive guidance and support throughout the life 
of every policy. Guided by a values-driven culture, the firm is committed to its employees, 
clients, carrier partners and the communities it serves. 
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