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Challenge : HEMS VFR Minima
 Demanding area of operation 

with non-standard 
environment and topography

 High cruising and operation 
altitude with low freezing 
levels 

 Approx. 8% aborted/cancelled 
missions due to weather 
below HEMS VFR minima
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Challenge : Cold temperatures
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 Icing Conditions

 Lack of resp. inadequate 
icing forecast for small 
geographical areas and 
lower airspace

 Current weather report 
system in Switzerland is not 
available for 24/7 operations



Geographical distribution by base
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Rega analysis: 
Cancelled missions due 
to icing conditions per 
base in 2013



Enhanced Weather reporting/forecast 
Project «Thor» 24 h AWOS 3+
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«System boundary»
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System integration
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METEO
Switzerland

METAR / camera

Skyguide



Weather data transfer
Auto-Metar Frequenzen
123.810 MHz
124.465 MHz

Text message 
processing

Text to speech

Get weather 
information

Speech loop

Radio

Antenna

Digital / Analog

The Rega Meteo Network | EASA GA & Low Level Weather Seminar



Auto-METAR via radio
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Rega meteorological network
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Weather stations Weather cameras



Weather information
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Weather information
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Rega EFB app
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Rega EFB app
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Rega EFB app
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Reference photo

Current situation from camera



Icing prediction

The Rega Meteo Network | EASA GA & Low Level Weather Seminar



Icing prediction
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AMC1 CAT.OP.MPA.192(d)(3): Selection of aerodromes
and operating sites — helicopters
METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION TO ESTABLISH
A REASONABLE PROBABILITY OF LANDING AT
DESTINATION
(a) The intent is to allow IFR operations to heliports / operating sites without the

appropriate meteorological information usually available at aerodromes.

(e) The following examples may qualify as controlled meteorological reports:
(1) A picture from a camera that shows the weather conditions in the
approach path at the destination,
(2) A meteorological observation from a properly trained observer, and
(3) A report from non-certified automatic weather observation systems.

Flight weather solution:
EASA RMT.0573
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He who stops being better 
stops being good.

Oliver Cromwell

Thank you for your interest

stefan.becker@rega.ch


